
I The shipping market – contents ISL 

1 

Page 

Comment - Charts and Tables concerning “The Shipping Market” 

World Merchant Fleet 

Tab. 1  Additions/Reductions by Ship Types 2014 - 2016 and up to June 2017 ...........   III 

Tab. 2  Size Class Shares and Order Book by Shiptype 2017 ....................................   IV 

Tab. 3  Ship Type According to National and Foreign Flag Distribution .......................   IV 

Fig. 1  Annual Tonnage Changes 2000 - 2017 ........................................................   III 

Fig. 2  Ship Size Development of Selected Ship Types 1996 – 2017   ........................   IV 

Fig. 3  Age Structure by Major Ship Types 2017 .....................................................   IV 

Fig. 4  Controlled Fleet Development of Major Shipping Nations –  

Tonnage and Average dwt-growth 2013-2017   ............................................   V 

Tanker Market 

Tab. 4  World Tanker Fleet 2013 and 2017 .............................................................   V 

Fig. 5  Tanker Fleet – Annual Tonnage Changes 2005 - 2017   .................................   V 

Fig. 6  Tanker Fleet - Tonnage Additions/Reductions 2000-2016   ............................   V 

Fig. 7  Tanker Fleet by Year of Build – Age Structure January 2017   ........................   VI 

Fig. 8  Fearnleys – Monthly Time Charter Rates for Tankers 2013 up to Sept. 2017   ..   VI 

Fig. 9  World Oil Demand by Region 2017   ...........................................................   VII 

Bulk Carrier Market 

Tab. 5  Total world bulk carrier fleet and order book by size .....................................   VII 

Tab. 6  Controlled Bulk Carrier Tonnage of Major Shipping Nations 2013 – 2017       ...   VIII 

Fig. 10 Bulk Carrier Fleet – Annual Tonnage Changes 2005 – 2017  ..........................   VII 

Fig. 11 Bulk Carrier Fleet – Tonnage Additions and Reductions 1996-2016   ...............   VII 

Fig. 12 World Coal and Iron ore Consumption/Production 1996-2016   ......................   VIII 

Fig. 13 Dry Bulk Voyage Rates on the Tubarao to Rotterdam Trade 2012 - 2017 ........   IX 

Fig. 14 Baltic Freight Indices 2012 up to End September 2017   ...............................   IX 

Fig. 15 Bulk carrier fleet – share of ordered tonnage (dwt) on existing fleet 2013-2017  IX 

Container & General Cargo Ships 

Tab. 7  Fully Cellular Container Fleet and Order Book by TEU-Size Class 2017 ............   X 

Tab. 8  Container Fleet by Major Operators as of February 2013 and 2017 .................   XI 

Tab. 9  World General Cargo Fleet Development by Ship Type 2013 and 2017 ............   XI 

Tab. 10 Passenger/Roro Cargo Fleet by Type 2013 and 2017   ..................................   XII 

Fig. 16 World Container Fleet – Annual Tonnage Changes 2005 – 2017 .....................   X 

Fig. 17 Container Fleet Developments 1986 – 2017 .................................................   X 

Fig. 18 Idle Container Fleet January 2012 - July 2017 .............................................   X 

Fig. 19 General cargo fleet - Tonnage Additions/Reductions 2000 – 2016...................   XI 

Fig. 20 Monthly HARPEX Container Charter Rate Index 2013 - 2017 ..........................   XII 

Fig. 21 Passenger and Cargo Passenger Fleet Average Size Development 1995 - 2017   XII 

 

1 Supply of Shipping Services – Statistical Tables 

1.1 Total merchant fleet 

1.1.1 Development 1925 – 2017   ......................................................................   11 

1.1.2 Fleet Development by Ship Type 2008 - 2017   ............................................   12 

1.1.3 Fleet Development by Major Flags and Ship Type 2008 - 2017   .....................   16 

1.1.4 World Merchant Fleet Ranking by Flags 2017 and 2016   ...............................   19 

1.1.5 By Major Flags and Ship Type 2017   ..........................................................   22 

1.1.6 Fleet Development by Major Countries of Control and Ship Type 2015 - 2017  .   24 

1.1.7 Country of control 2017   ..........................................................................   27 

1.1.8 Registered Flag and Country of Control  
According to Country Groups and Ship Type 2017 and 2016   ........................   28 

1.1.9 By Registered Flag and Country of Control  
According to Regions and Ship Type 2017 and 2016   ...................................   29 

1.1.10 By Size Class and Ship Type 2017   ............................................................   30 

1.1.11 By Summer Draught and Ship Type 2017   ..................................................   32 

1.1.12 By Division of Age and Ship Type 2017  ......................................................   33  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

2 

 

Page 

1.2 Reported broken-up tonnage 

1.2.1 Development by Ship Type 2006 - 2017   ....................................................   35 

1.2.2 Average Age of Broken-up Ships by Type 2006 - 2017  .................................   35 

1.2.3 Reported Broken-up Ships by Major Flags and Type 2017 .............................   36 

1.2.4 Reported Broken-up Ships by Scrapping Country 2010 - 2017 .......................   36 

1.2.5 Year of Build and Ship Type during 2017   ...................................................   37 

1.2.6 Size Class and Ship Type during 2017   .......................................................   37 

1.2.7 Ship Type, Monthly Average 2012 – 2016 and Monthly Figures 2017   ............   38 

1.3 Casualty returns 

1.3.1 Reported World Total Losses by Flag 2011 - 2017   ......................................   39 

1.3.2 Reported World Total Losses by Age at Time of Loss 2005 - 2017  .................   40 

1.3.3 Reported World Total Losses  

by Age at Time of Loss and Size Class 2004 - 2017  .....................................   41 

1.3.4 Reported World Total Losses  

by Age at Time of Loss and Nature of Casualty 2004 – 2017   ........................   41 

1.4 Special fleets 

1.4.1 Tanker Fleet   ........................................................................................   42 

1.4.1.1 Key Figures on the Total World Tanker Fleet  

by Tanker Type and Size Class 2017   .........................................................   42 

1.4.1.2 Total World Tanker Fleet Development  

by Type 2015-2017 and Deliveries during 2013-2017   .................................   43 

1.4.1.3 Total World Tanker Fleet by Top Ten Registered Flags and  
Countries of Control According to Type 2017   .............................................   44 

1.4.2 Crude Oil and Oil Product Tankers   .......................................................   46 

1.4.2.1 By Major Flags 2017 and 2016   .................................................................   46 

1.4.2.2 By Country of Control 2017   .....................................................................   47 

1.4.2.3 By Country Groups and Division of Age 2017   .............................................   48 

1.4.2.4 Additions to Fleet by Top Countries of Control during 2014 - 2017  ................   48 

1.4.2.5 By Size Class and Division of Age and Order Book 2017   ..............................   49 

1.4.2.6 Size Dimensions 2017   .............................................................................   49 

1.4.3 Oil/ Chemical Tankers (incl. Pure Chemical Tankers)  ...........................   50 

1.4.3.1 By Major Flags 2017 and 2016   .................................................................   50 

1.4.3.2 By Country of Control 2017   .....................................................................   51 

1.4.3.3 By Country Groups and Division of Age 2017   .............................................   52 

1.4.3.4 Additions to Fleet by Top Countries of Control during 2015 - 2017  ................   52 

1.4.3.5 By Size Class and Year of Build and Order Book 2017   .................................   53 

1.4.3.6 Size Dimensions 2017   .............................................................................   53 

1.4.4 Liquid Gas Tankers   ..............................................................................   54 

1.4.4.1 By Major Flags 2017 and 2016   .................................................................   54 

1.4.4.2 By Country of Control 2017   .....................................................................   55 

1.4.4.3 By Country Groups and Division of Age 2017   .............................................   56 

1.4.4.4 Additions to Fleet by Top Countries of Control during 2014 - 2017  ................   56 

1.4.4.5 By Size Class and Year of Build and Order Book 2017   .................................   57 

1.4.4.6 Size Dimensions 2017   .............................................................................   57 

1.4.5 Bulk Carriers   .......................................................................................   58 

1.4.5.1 Key Figures on World Bulk Carrier Fleet by Major Types and Size Class 2017   .   58 

1.4.5.2 World Bulk Carrier Fleet Development by Major Types 2013 - 2017   ..............   59 

1.4.5.3 By Major Flags 2016 and 2017   .................................................................   60 

1.4.5.4 By Country of Control 2017   .....................................................................   61 

1.4.5.5 By Country Groups and Division of Age 2017   .............................................   62 

1.4.5.6 Additions to Fleet by Top Countries of Control during 2014 - 2017  ................   62 

1.4.5.7 By Size Class and Year of Build and Order Book 2017   .................................   63 

1.4.5.8 Size Dimensions 2017   .............................................................................   63 

1.4.6 World General Cargo Ships   ..................................................................   64 

1.4.6.1 Key Figures on the General Cargo Fleet by Type and dwt-Size Class 2017   .....   64 

  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

3 

Page 

1.4 Special fleets (continued) 

1.4.6.2 World General Cargo Fleet Development by Ship Type 2015 - 2017   ..............   64 

1.4.6.3 By Major Flags 2017 and 2016   .................................................................   65 

1.4.6.4 Country of Control 2017   ..........................................................................   66 

1.4.6.5 Country Groups and Ship Type 2017  .........................................................   67 

1.4.6.6 By Type and Division of Age and Order Book 2017   .....................................   68 

1.4.6.7 By dwt-Size Class and Division of Age 2017   ...............................................   68 

1.4.6.8 Total General Cargo Fleet by Size Dimension 2017 (Number of Ships)   ..........   69 

1.4.6.9 Additions to Fleet by Top Countries of Control during 2014 - 2017  ................   69 

1.4.7 General Cargo Fleet-Conventional Cargo Ships  ....................................   70 

1.4.7.1 Top Ten Flags 2017   ................................................................................   70 

1.4.7.2 By Size Class, Division of Age and Order Book 2017   ...................................   70 

1.4.8 General Cargo Fleet- Special Cargo Ships   ............................................   71 

1.4.8.1 Top Ten Flags 2017   ................................................................................   71 

1.4.8.2 By Size Class, Division of Age and Order Book 2017   ...................................   71 

1.4.9 General Cargo Fleet- Pure Car Carriers ..................................................   72 

1.4.9.1 Top Ten Flags 2017  .................................................................................   72 

1.4.9.2 By Size Class, Division of Age and Order Book 2017   ...................................   72 

1.4.10 General Cargo Fleet - Reefer Ships   ......................................................   73 

1.4.10.1 Top Ten Flags 2017   ................................................................................   73 

1.4.10.2 By Size Class, Division of Age and Order Book 2017   ...................................   73 

1.4.11 General Cargo Fleet - Ro-Ro Cargo Ships   .............................................   74 

1.4.11.1 Top Ten Flags 2017   ................................................................................   74 

1.4.11.2 By Size Class, Division of Age and Order Book 2017   ...................................   74 

1.4.12 Fully Cellular Container Fleet   ..............................................................   75 

1.4.12.1 Key Figures on the World Fully Cellular Container Fleet by TEU-Size Class 2017   75 

1.4.12.2 World Fully Cellular Container Fleet Development 2008 - 2017   ....................   75 

1.4.12.3 By Major Flags 2017 and 2016   .................................................................   76 

1.4.12.4 Country of Control 2017   ..........................................................................   77 

1.4.12.5 Additions to the World Fully Cellular Container Fleet  
by Country of Control 2013 - 2017   ...........................................................   78 

1.4.12.6 By Registered Flags and Countries of Control Acc. to Regions 2015 – 2017   ....   78 

1.4.12.7 Idle Container Fleet By TEU-Size Class 2015 - 2017  ....................................   79 

1.4.12.8 By TEU-Size Class and Division of Age 2017   ..............................................   79 

1.4.12.9 By dwt-Size Class and TEU-Capacity and Order Book 2017 ............................   80 

1.4.12.10 World Fully Cellular Container Fleet - Size Dimensions 2017   ........................   80 

1.4.12.11 By Top 15 Container Operators February 2017   ...........................................   81 

1.4.12.12 The Global Players February 2017   ............................................................   81 

1.4.12.13 Container Services by Operator, Trading Area and Selected Ports  
called February 2017, Europe-Far East Services – European Ports called   .......   82 

1.4.12.14 Far East – Europe Services – Asian Ports called   ..........................................   83 

1.4.13 Passenger and Passenger Ro/Ro Cargo Ships   .....................................   84 

1.4.13.1 By Type and Major Flags 2017   .................................................................   84 

1.4.13.2 By Country of Control and Ship Type 2017   ................................................   86 

1.4.13.3 By Country Groups and Division of Age 2017   .............................................   87 

1.4.13.4 By Size Class and Division of Age 2017   .....................................................   88 

1.4.13.5 Passenger Ships by Summer Draught and Size Class 2017   ..........................   89 

1.4.13.6 Cargo- and Ro-Ro Passenger Ships by Summer Draught and Size Class 2017 ..   89 

1.4.14 Cruise Ships 2017  ................................................................................   90 

1.4.14.1 Cruise Ships Development 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2012, 2015 - 2017   90 

1.4.14.2 By Registered Flags 2017 and 2016   ..........................................................   90 

1.4.14.3 By Size Class 1985, 1990, 1995, 2005, 2016- 2017   ...................................   91 

1.4.14.4 By Countries of Control 2017   ...................................................................   92 

1.4.14.5 By Major Flags 1995, 2000, 2005, 2016 - 2017  ..........................................   92 

1.4.14.6 By Year of Build 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2016- 2017   ................................   92 

1.4.15 River Cruise Fleet by Size and Area of Operation 2008 - 2017 ........................   93 

1.4.16 Offshore Service Vessel Fleet by Year of Build 2018   ............................   94 

1.4.17 Research Fleet   .....................................................................................   95 

1.4.17.1 By Major Flags 2018  ................................................................................   95 

1.4.17.2 By Size Class and Division of Age as of Mid of 2018   ....................................   96 

  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

4 

Page 

1.5 Shipping costs, prices 

1.5.1 Monthly Demolition Prices by Area 2008 - 2017   ..................................   97 

1.5.2 Second Hand Prices of Dry Cargo Vessels and Tankers 2005 - 2017  ....   98 

1.5.3 Contracting Prices for Newbuildings 2003 - 2016   ...............................   98 

1.5.4 Development of Bunker Market Prices   .................................................   100 

1.5.4.1 Yearly average of bunker market prices 2000 – 2017   .................................   100 

1.5.4.2 Monthly bunker market prices 2016 – 2017   ...............................................   101 

 

2 Demand for Shipping Services – Statistical Tables 

2.1 Seaborne trade 

2.1.1 Development of World Seaborne Trade .................................................   102 

2.1.1.1 By Main Exporting Regions and Comodity Groups  ........................................   102 

2.1.1.2 By Main Importing Regions and Comodity Groups ........................................   103 

2.1.2 Seaborne Crude Oil Trade by Region   ...................................................   104 

2.1.2.1 By Exporting Area 2013-2017   ..................................................................   104 

2.1.2.2 By Importing Area 2013-2017   .................................................................   104 

2.1.2.3 Export-Import Matrix 2017   ......................................................................   104 

2.1.3 Seaborne Coal Trade by Region   ...........................................................   106 

2.1.3.1 By Exporting Area 2005-2017   ..................................................................   106 

2.1.3.2 By Importing Area 2005-2017   .................................................................   106 

2.1.3.3 Export-Import Matrix 2017   ......................................................................   106 

2.1.4 Seaborne Ore Trade by Region   ............................................................   108 

2.1.4.1 By Exporting Area 2005-2017   ..................................................................   108 

2.1.4.2 By Importing Area 2005-2017   .................................................................   108 

2.1.4.3 Export-Import Matrix 2017   ......................................................................   108 

2.1.5 Seaborne Grain Trade by Region   .........................................................   110 

2.1.5.1 By Exporting Area 2005-2017   ..................................................................   110 

2.1.5.2 By Importing Area 2005-2017   .................................................................   110 

2.1.5.3 Export-Import Matrix 2017   ......................................................................   110 

2.1.6 Seaborne LNG Trade by Region   ...........................................................   112 

2.1.6.1 By Exporting Area 2004-2017   ..................................................................   112 

2.1.6.2 By Importing Area 2004-2017   .................................................................   112 

2.1.6.3 Export-Import Matrix 2017  .......................................................................   112 

2.2 World economy and trade 

2.2.1 Growth of the World Economy 2007 - 2017   ...............................................   114 

2.2.2 Intra- and Inter-Regional Merchandise Trade, 2017   ....................................   114 

2.2.3 World Trade in Volume of Import and Export by Country Groups 2004 – 2017    115 

2.2.4 World Merchandise Trade by Region and Selected Countries 2016 - 2017   ......   115 

2.2.5 Major Trading Countries,  
Unit Value of Export/Import Development and Terms of Trade 2001 - 2017  ...   116 

2.2.6 OECD – Summary of the Projections up to 4th quarter of 2017   .....................   118 

2.2.7 World Major Commodity Prices 1990, 1996 - 2017   .....................................   119 

2.3 Commodities 

2.3.1 Oil   .......................................................................................................   121 

2.3.1.1 World Oil Production by Country 1985, 1990, 2000, 2005, 2013 - 2017   ........   121 

2.3.1.2 Major Oil Producing and Consuming Countries 1985, 1990, 2000 and  

2007 - 2017   ..........................................................................................   123 

2.3.1.2.1 Oil Producing Countries   ...........................................................................   123 

2.3.1.2.2 Oil Reserves   ..........................................................................................   123 

2.3.1.2.3 Leading Refining Countries   ......................................................................   124 

2.3.1.2.4 Oil Consuming Countries   .........................................................................   124 

2.3.2 Gas   ......................................................................................................   125 

2.3.2.1 Major Gas Producing Countries 1985, 1990, 2000, 2007– 2017  ....................   125 

2.3.2.2 Major consuming countries 1985, 1990, 2000, 2007 – 2017   ........................   125 

2.3.3 Coal   .....................................................................................................   126 

2.3.3.1 World Coal Production by Country 2000, 2006 – 2017   ................................   126  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

5 

Page 

2.3 Commodities (continued) 

2.3.3.2 World Coal Consumption by Country 2000, 2006– 2017   ..............................   127 

2.3.4 World Pig Iron Production by Selected Countries 2000, 2011 – 2017   .   128 

2.3.5 World Crude Steel Production by Country 2005 – 2017   .......................   129 

2.3.6 World Motor Vehicles Production  
by Selected Countries 1990, 2000, 2011 – 2017   .................................   131 

2.3.7 World Aluminium Production, Consumption and  

Trade by Selected Countries 2013- 2017   .............................................   132 

2.3.8 World Copper Production, Consumption and  

Trade by by Selected Countries 2013 – 2017  .......................................   132 

2.3.9 World Refined Zinc Production, Consumption and  
Trade by Selected Countries 2013 – 2017   ...........................................   133 

2.3.10 World Refined Lead Production, Consumption and  
Trade by Selected Countries 2013– 2017   ............................................   133 

2.3.11 Fertilizer   ..............................................................................................   134 

2.3.11.1 World Potash Fertilizer Production and Trade 1985, 1990, 1995, 2015 – 2016    134 

2.3.11.2 World Phosphate Fertilizer Production and  
Trade 1985, 1990, 1995, 2014 – 2015   ......................................................   134 

2.3.11.3 World Nitrogenous Fertilizer Production and  
Trade 1985, 1990, 1995, 2015 – 2016   ......................................................   135 

2.3.12 Rubber   ................................................................................................   136 

2.3.12.1 World Natural Rubber Production and Consumption by Continents 2004–2016 .   136 

2.3.12.2 World Synthetic Rubber Production and  
Consumption by Continents 2005 – 2017   ..................................................   136 

2.3.13 World Cotton Production, Trade and Consumption 2013/12 - 2017/16    137 

2.3.14 World Cotton Yarn Production by Selected Countries 2006 – 2017   .....   138 

2.3.15 World Raw Wool Production by Selected Countries 2006 - 2017   .........   138 

2.3.16 Wheat and Coarse Grains   ....................................................................   139 

2.3.16.1 World Wheat Production by Region and Selected Countries 2014/13 – 2016/17  139 

2.3.16.2 World Trade in Wheat and Flour  

by Region and Selected Countries 2014/13 – 2016/17   ................................   139 

2.3.16.3 World coarse grains production  
by Region and Selected Countries 2014/13 - 2016/17  .................................   141 

2.3.16.4 World Trade in Coarse Grains  
by Region and Selected Countries 2014/13 - 2016/17  .................................   141 

2.3.17 World Rice Production and Trade 2014/13 – 2016/17   ........................   143 

2.3.18 Soya Beans ............................................................................................   144 

2.3.18.1 World Soya Bean Production and Trade 1990, 1995, 2000, 2016 - 2017   .......   144 

2.3.18.2 World Vegetable Oil Production and Trade 1990, 1995, 2000, 2015 - 2017 ......   145 

2.3.19  World Sugar Production (Centrifugal) and Trade 1995, 2000, 2013–2017   ......   146 

2.3.20  World Coffee (Green) Production and Trade 1995, 2014 – 2017   ...................   147 

2.3.21  World Tea Production and Trade 1990, 1995, 2000, 2015 – 2017   .................   148 

2.3.22  World Cocoa Beans Production and Trade 1990, 1995, 2000, 2015-2017 ........  149 

2.3.23  World Palm Oil Production and Trade 1990, 1995, 2000, 2015 - 2017 .............   150 

2.3.24  World Nominal Fish Catches by  
Major Countries 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2012 - 2016 .................................   151 

2.3.25  World Market Price and Raw Material Price Indices 1985 - 2016   ...................   152 

 

3 Freight and Charter Market – Statistical Tables 

3.1 Fearnleys - Dry Bulk Charter Rates .......................................................   153 

3.2 Maritime Research Freight Indices 2016 - 2017   ..................................   154 

3.2.1 General Freight Index   .............................................................................   154 

3.2.2 Grain Freight Index   ................................................................................   154 

3.2.3 Miscellaneous Freight Index   .....................................................................   154 

3.2.4 Time Charter Index   ................................................................................   155 

3.3 German Sea Freight Indices   ................................................................   156 

3.3.1 Liner Trade Indices 2014- 2017   ...............................................................   156 

3.3.2 Liner Trade by Trading Area 2016 - 2017   ..................................................   157 

3.4 Freight and Charter Market Details -  

Hamburg Index for Containership Time-Charter Rates 2017 and 2016     158 

  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

6 

Page 

3 Freight and Charter Market – Statistical Tables (continued) 

3.5 HARPEX Containership Index 2017 and 2016   ......................................   159 

3.6 Baltic Exchange – Dry Bulk Indices 2016 - 2017   .................................   160 

3.7 Worldwide-Charter Fixtures for 2016 - 2017   .......................................   161 

3.7.1 Coal  ......................................................................................................   161 

3.7.2 Grain   ....................................................................................................   161 

3.8 Fearnleys – Time Charter Rates for Tankers 2016 - 2017   ....................   162 

3.9 Spot Market Dirty Fixtures  

Arabian Gulf to North Europe 2007 - 2017  ...........................................    163 

 

4 Country Reports – Statistical Tables 

4.1 Country groups 

4.1.1 OECD   ...................................................................................................   164 

4.1.1.1 Country Groups – Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .......................   164 

4.1.1.2 OECD Controlled Fleet and-Share on World Fleet 2013 - 2017   .....................   165 

4.1.1.3 OECD Controlled Fleet by Countries of Control 2017   ...................................   165 

4.1.1.4 OECD Registered Fleet and Share on World Fleet 2015 – 2017   .....................   167 

4.1.1.5 Number of OECD Registered Ships by Division of Age and Ship Type 2017   ....   167 

4.1.1.6 By Registered Flag and Country of Control According to Ship Types 2017   ......   168 

4.1.1.7 Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage (dwt) of  

OECD Countries of Control by Top Ten Open Registers 2017   ........................   169 

4.1.1.8 OECD Fleet Additions for Top Ranking Countries of Control 2015 – 2017  ........   169 

4.1.1.9 Ships in the Order Book for OECD Countries of Control by Ship Types 2017 .....   170 

4.1.1.10 Ships on Order for OECD Countries of  

Control by Major Types and Delivery Schedule 2017   ...................................   171 

4.1.2 European Union    ..................................................................................   172 

4.1.2.1 Country Groups – Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .......................   172 

4.1.2.2 Development of EU Controlled Fleet and %-Share on World Fleet 2014 - 2017    173 

4.1.2.3 EU Controlled Fleet 2016   .........................................................................   173 

4.1.2.4 EU Registered Fleet and Share on World Fleet 2014 – 2017   .........................   175 

 

4.1.2.5 Number of EU Flag Registered Ships by Division of Age and Ship Type 2017   ..   175 

4.1.2.6 By Registered Flag and  

Country of Control According to Ship Types 2017   .......................................   176 

4.1.2.7 Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage (dwt) of EU Countries of Control  
by Top Ten Open Registers 2017   ..............................................................   177 

4.1.2.8 Additions to Fleet  

by Top Ranking EU Countries of Control of Owners 2013 – 2017   ..................   177 

4.1.2.9 Ships in the Order Book for EU Countries of Control by Ship Types 2017   .......   178 

4.1.2.10 Ships on Order for EU Countries of Control  
by Major Types and Delivery Schedule 2017   ..............................................   179 

4.1.3 Developing Countries    .........................................................................   180 

4.1.3.1 Country Groups – Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ...........   180 

4.1.3.2 Developing Countries Controlled Fleet and  
%-Share on World Fleet 2014 - 2017..........................................................   181 

4.1.3.3 Developing Countries Controlled Fleet 2017   ...............................................   181 

4.1.3.4 By Registered Flag and  

Country of Control According to Major Ship Types 2017   ..............................   182 

4.1.3.5 Developing Countries Registered Fleet’s %-Share on World Fleet 2014 – 2017    183 

4.1.3.6 Number of Developing Countries Registered Ships  

by Division of Age and Ship Type 2017   .....................................................   183 

4.1.3.7 Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage (dwt) of  
Developing Countries of Control by Top Ten Open Registers 2017   ................   184 

4.1.3.8 Additions to Fleet  

by Top Ranking Developing Countries of Control by Ship Type 2017   .............   184 

4.1.3.9 Ships in the World Order Book for Developing Countries  

by Ship Types 2017   ................................................................................   185 
  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

7 

Page 

4.1 Country groups 

4.1.4 Major Open Registry Fleet   ...................................................................   186 

4.1.4.1 Key on Fleet Development 2017   ...............................................................   186 

4.1.4.2 Major Open Registry Fleet’s Share on World Fleet 2014 – 2017   ....................   187 

4.1.4.3 Top Ten Open Registry Flags by Ship Type 2017   ........................................   187 

4.1.4.4 Number of Open Registry Ships by Division of Age and Ship Type 2017   ........   188 

4.1.4.5 Top Ten Open Registry Flags by Average Age 2017   ....................................   188 

4.1.4.6 Open Registry Flags by Country of Control 2017   ........................................   190 

4.1.4.7 Ships in the World Order Book for Open Registry Flags by Ship Types 2017   ...   192 

4.1.4.8 Panama - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .......................   193 

4.1.4.9 Panamanian Registered Merchant Fleet  

by Country of Control and Major Ship Types 2017   ......................................   194 

4.1.4.10 Liberia - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .........................   195 

4.1.4.11 Liberian Registered Merchant Fleet  
by Country of Control and Major Ship Types 2017   ......................................   196 

4.1.4.12 Marshall Islands - Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017  .......................   197 

4.1.4.13 Marshall Islands Registered Merchant Fleet  

by Country of Control and Major Ship Types 2017   ......................................   198 

4.1.4.14 Malta - Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ......................................   199 

4.1.4.15 Registered Merchant Fleet of Malta 

by Country of Control and Major Ship Types 2017   ......................................   200 

4.1.4.16 Bahamas - Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ................................   201 

4.1.4.17 Cyprus - Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ...................................   202 

4.1.4.18 Antigua & Barbuda - Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ...................   203 

4.1.4.19 Gibraltar - Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .................................   204 

4.1.4.20 Vanuatu - Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .................................   205 

4.1.4.21 Cayman Islands - Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .......................   206 

 

4.2 Country profiles 

4.2.1 EUROPE   .................................................................................................   207 

4.2.1.1 Controlled Fleet by Countries of Control 2017   ............................................   207 

4.2.1.2 Fleet by Registered Flag and Country of Control According to Ship Type 2017 ..   208 

4.2.1.3 Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage (dwt) of European Shipowners  
by Top Ten Open Registers 2017  ...............................................................   210 

4.2.1.4 Additions to Controlled Fleet and Order Book  
by Country of Control by Ship Type up to mid 2017   ....................................   210 

4.2.1.5 Greece   .................................................................................................   212 

4.2.1.5.1 Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .....................................   212 

4.2.1.5.2 Seaborne Foreign Trade Development 1990 – 2017   ....................................   213 

4.2.1.5.3 Merchant Fleet’s Shipment Structure 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, 2011 – 2017   .   213 

4.2.1.6 Germany   ..............................................................................................   214 

4.2.1.6.1 Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .....................................   214 

4.2.1.6.2 Ships under Foreign and National Flag 1990 – 2017   ...................................   215 

4.2.1.6.3 Yearly Newbuildings Delivered for German Shipowners 1995 - 2017   .............   215 

4.2.1.6.4 Personel Employed on German Merchant Ships 1996 - 2017   ........................   216 

4.2.1.6.5 Transport Performance by Revenues 1980, 1990, 1995, 2005, 2013 – 2017   ..   216 

4.2.1.6.6 Seaborne Trade by Kind of Traffic Relation 2013 - 2017   ..............................   217 

4.2.1.6.7 Seaborne Foreign Container Traffic 2006 - 2017  .........................................   217 

4.2.1.7 Norway (including NIS)  .......................................................................   218 

4.2.1.7.1 Key on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ................................................   218 

4.2.1.7.2 Seaborne Foreign Trade Development 2005 - 2017   ....................................   219 

4.2.1.7.3 Turnover in Water Transport 2005 – 2017   .................................................   219 

4.2.1.8 United Kingdom (including Isle of Man)   ..............................................   220 

4.2.1.8.1 Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .....................................   220 

4.2.1.8.2 United Kingdom shipping industry - international revenue and  
expenditure 2005 -2017   ..........................................................................   221 

4.2.1.8.3 Foreign and Domestic Seaborne Traffic by Mode of Appearance 2007 - 2017   .   221 

4.2.1.9 Denmark (including DIS)   ....................................................................   222 

4.2.1.9.1 Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .....................................   222 

4.2.1.9.2 Number of Personnel Employed in Merchant Shipping 2002 – 2017   ..............   223 

4.2.1.9.3 Seaborne Foreign Trade Development 1995, 2011 – 2017   ...........................   223  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

8 

Page 

4.2 Country profiles (continued) 

4.2.1.9.4 Shipping Companies’ Investments for Danish Flag 2002 - 2017   ....................   223 

4.2.1.10 Russia - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .........................   224 

4.2.1.11 Italy - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ............................   225 

4.2.1.12 Belgium - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .......................   226 

4.2.1.13 France - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .........................   227 

4.2.1.14 Netherlands - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .................   228 

4.2.2 AFRICA   .................................................................................................   229 

4.2.2.1 Fleet by Countries of Control 2017   ...........................................................   229 

4.2.2.2 Additions to Controlled Fleet and Order Book  

by Country of Control by Ship Type up to mid 2017   ....................................   229 

4.2.2.3 Fleet by Registered Flag and Country of Control According to Ship Type 2017 ..   230 

4.2.2.4 Nigeria - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ........................   231 

4.2.2.5 Egypt - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ..........................   232 

4.2.3 ASIA   .....................................................................................................   233 

4.2.3.1 Controlled Fleet by Countries of Control 2017   ............................................   233 

4.2.3.2 Fleet by Registered Flag and Country of Control According to Ship Type 2017  .   234 

4.2.3.3 Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage (dwt) of Asian Shipowners  

by Major Open Registry 2017   ...................................................................   236 

4.2.3.4 Additions to Controlled Fleet and Order Book  

by Country of Control by Ship Type up to mid 2017   ....................................   236 

4.2.3.5 Japan   ..................................................................................................   238 

4.2.3.5.1 Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .....................................   238 

4.2.3.5.2 Number and net tons of vessels entered Japanese ports 1980 - 2017 .............   239 

4.2.3.5.3 Cargo transportation by ocean-going vessels 1990 - 2017 .............................   239 

4.2.3.5.4 Employment of Japanese seafarers 1980 - 2017                                                239 

4.2.3.6 China, PR of - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .................   240 

4.2.3.7 Korea, Rep. of  ......................................................................................   241 

4.2.3.7.1 Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .....................................   241 

4.2.3.7.2 Cargo shipment by Korean and foreign flag 1990 - 2017 ...............................   242 

4.2.3.7.3 Seaborne Cargo Traffic by Major Commodities 2004 - 2016   .........................   242 

4.2.3.8 Hong Kong - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ...................   243 

4.2.3.9 Singapore - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ....................   244 

4.2.3.10 Taiwan - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ........................   245 

4.2.3.11 Turkey - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ........................   246 

4.2.3.12 India – Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ..........................   247 

4.2.3.13 Iran - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017  .............................   248 

4.2.3.14 Saudi Arabia - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ................   249 

4.2.4 AMERICA   ...............................................................................................   250 

4.2.4.1 Fleet by Countries of Control 2017   ...........................................................   250 

4.2.4.2 Fleet by Registered Flag and Country of Control According to Ship Type 2017 ..   251 

4.2.4.3 Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage (dwt) of American Shipowners  

by Major Open Registers 2017   .................................................................   252 

4.2.4.4 Additions to Controlled Fleet and Order Book  

by Country of Control by Ship Type up to Mid 2017   ....................................   252 

4.2.4.5 United States   .......................................................................................   254 

4.2.4.5.1 Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .....................................   254 

4.2.4.5.2 Total waterborne commerce 1970 - 2017 ....................................................   255 

4.2.4.5.3 Principal Commodities in Waterborne Commerce 2014 - 2017   ......................   255 

4.2.4.6 Canada - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017  ........................   256 

4.2.4.7 Bermuda - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   .....................   257 

4.2.4.8 Brazil - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ..........................   258 

4.2.4.9 Venezuela - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ....................   259 

4.2.4.10 Chile - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ...........................   260 

4.2.4.11 Mexico - Key Figures on Fleet Development up to mid 2017   ........................   261 

4.2.5 OCEANIA   ...............................................................................................   263 

4.2.5.1 Merchant Fleet by Countries of Control 2017  ..............................................   263 

4.2.5.2 Additions to Controlled Fleet and Order Book  
by Country of Control by Ship Type up to Mid 2017   ....................................   263 

4.2.5.3 Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage (dwt) of Oceanian Shipowners  

by Top Ten Open Registers 2017   ..............................................................   263 

4.2.5.4 Fleet by Registered Flag and Country of Control According to Ship Type 2017 ..   264  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

9 

Page 

Charts 

Supply of Shipping Services 

Total merchant fleet   ............................................................................   11 

I-1 World Fleet Development (Index 1950 = 100)  ............................................   11 

I-2 Total Merchant Fleet Development   ............................................................   15 

I-3 Major Ship Types and Division of Age   .......................................................   34 

 Broken-up tonnage   ..............................................................................   35 

I-4 Tankers and Dry Cargo Ships Broken-up   ...................................................   35 

I-5 Development of Broken-up Tonnage for Dry Cargo Vessels and Tankers  ........   38 

 Casualty returns   ..................................................................................   39 

I-6 Development of World Total Losses   ..........................................................   39 

I-7 Development of World Total Losses by Major Ship Types   .............................   40 

I-8 Reported World Total Losses by Age and Nature of Casualty   ........................   41 

 Special fleets   .......................................................................................   42 

I-9 Passenger/Cargo Fleet Development   .........................................................   85 

I-10 Passenger/Cargo Ships – Average Size Development   ..................................   85 

I-11 Passenger/Cargo Ships by Type and Division of Age   ...................................   85 

I-12 Passenger and Passenger/Ro-Ro Cargo fleet  
by Country of Control– National and Foreign Flag   .......................................   87 

I-13 Active Cruise Fleet Development   ..............................................................   91 

I-14 Active Cruise Fleet by Year of Build  ...........................................................   91 

I-15 River cruise fleet - Number of Beds by Region  ............................................   93 

I-16 World Offshore Service Vessel Fleet by Year of Build   ...................................   94 

I-17 World Offshore Service Vessel Fleet by Country of Owner   ............................   94 

 Shipping costs, prices   ..........................................................................   97 

I-17 Development of Demolition Prices by Area   .................................................   97 

I-18 Development of Second Hand Prices   .........................................................   99 

I-19 Yearly Average of Contracting Prices for Newbuildings   ................................   100 

I-20 Bunker Market Prices (Moving Quarterly Averages)   .....................................   101 

Demand for Shipping Services 

Seaborne trade  ............................................................................ .......   102 

I-21 Seaborne Crude Oil Trade by Region  ..........................................................   105 

I-22 Seaborne Coal Trade by Region  ................................................................   107 

I-23 Seaborne Ore Trade by Region  .................................................................   109 

I-24 Seaborne Grain Trade by Region   ..............................................................   111 

I-25 Seaborne LNG Trade by Region   ................................................................   113 

 World economy and trade   ...................................................................   114 

I-26 Major Commodity Prices for Selected Commodities (Cotton, Soybeans, Wheat)   119 

I-27 Major Commodity Prices for Selected Commodities (Aluminium, Copper, Lead)   120 

 Commodities   .......................................................................................   121 

I-28 Development of World Oil Production   ........................................................   122 

I-29 Development of Natural Gas Production   ....................................................   122 

I-30 Development of Coal Production   ...............................................................   122 

I-31 World Crude Steel Production by Country Groups   .......................................   130 

I-32 World Fertilizer Production   .......................................................................   135 

I-33 World Natural and Synthetic Rubber Production   .........................................   136 

I-34 World Cotton Production   .........................................................................   137 

I-35 World Cotton Import by Region   ................................................................   137 

I-36 World Cotton Export by Region   ................................................................   137 

I-37 World Production of Wheat and Coarse Grains by Country Groups   ................   142 

I-38 World Rice Production   .............................................................................   143 

I-39 World Soybeans Production   .....................................................................   144 

I-40 World Vegetable Oil Production by Plant Species   ........................................   145 

I-41 World Sugar Production   ..........................................................................   146 

I-42 World Coffee Production   ..........................................................................   147 

I-43 World Tea Production   ..............................................................................   148 

I-44 World Cocoa Beans Production   .................................................................   149 

I-45 World Palm Oil Production   .......................................................................   150 

I-46 Overall Price Indices Development   ............................................................   152  



I The shipping market – contents ISL 

10 

Page 

Freight and Charter Market 

I-47 Monthly Coal and Grain Fixtures (Quarterly Volume Averages)   .....................   161 

I-48 Development of Spot Market Dirty Fixtures   ................................................   163 

 

Country Reports 

 

 Country Groups  ............................................................................ .......   164 

I-49 OECD - Controlled Fleet by Major Ship Types   .............................................   166 

I-50 OECD - National and Foreign Flag Tonnage Shares  
(%-dwt) attributable to Top Ten OECD Countries of Control   .........................   166 

I-51 OECD – Broken-up, Registered Country Groups   .........................................   170 

I-52 EU - Controlled Fleet by Major Ship Types   .................................................   174 

I-53 EU - National and Foreign Flag Tonnage Shares (%-dwt)  .............................   174 

I-54 EU - Broken-up, Registered Country Groups   ..............................................   178 

I-55 Developing Countries - Broken-up, Registered Country Groups   ....................   185 

I-56 Open Registry - Major Open Registry Fleets by Ship Type   ............................   189 

I-57 Open Registry – Fleet Development of Major Shipping Nations   .....................   192 

I-58 Open Registry –  
Panamanian Registered Merchant Fleet by Country of Control   ......................   194 

I-59 Open Registry –  

Liberian Registered Merchant Fleet by Country of Control   ............................   196 

I-60 Open Registry –  

Registered Merchant Fleet of Marshall Islands by Country of Control   .............   198 

I-61 Open Registry –  

Registered Merchant Fleet of Malta by Country of Control   ............................   200 

 Country Profiles ............................................................................ .......   201 

I-62 Europe – Top Five Controlled Fleet of Major Shipping Nations   ......................   209 

I-63 Europe – Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage by Open Registers   ......................   209 

I-64 Europe – Controlled Fleet by National and Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage   ..   211 

I-65 Greece – Controlled Fleet by Type (Quarterly)   ...........................................   213 

I-66 Germany – Controlled Fleet by Type (Quarterly)   ........................................   215 

I-67 Germany – Transport Performance by Revenues   ........................................   216 

I-68 Norway - Controlled Fleet by Type (Quarterly)   ...........................................   219 

I-69 Denmark - Controlled Fleet by Type (Quarterly)   .........................................   223 

I-70 Asia - Top Five Controlled Fleet of Major Shipping Nations   ...........................   235 

I-71 Asia - Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage by Open Registers   ..........................   235 

I-72 Asia - Controlled Fleet by National and Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage   .......   237 

I-73 America - Controlled Fleet by National and Foreign Flag Registered Tonnage  ..   253 

I-74 America - Merchant Fleet´s Age Structure of Major Flags   ............................   262 


